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CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 2597 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGFQC PFOR PBOR MOPS MMOL EAIR MR MO SS 
SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: MAURITANIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 2576 (NOTAL) 

1. MOROCCAN C-130S ARE CONTINUING REGULAR NIGHT FLIGHTS TO NOUAK- 
CHOTT AIRPORT. THERE HAS BEEN AT LEAST ONE RECENT ARRIVAL DURING 
DAYTIME. ON DECEMBER 16, TWO AIR MAURITANIE PLANES WERE PUT OUT OF 
COMMISSION WITH ENGINE TROUBLE. BOTH PLANES-F-27 AND DC-3-- 
WERE BEING USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES AT TIME OF DIFFICULTY. F-27 
IS CURRENTLY AT NOUADHIBOU AIRPORT AND DC-3 IS AT ZOURATE AIRFIELD. 
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SECURITY AT NOUAKCHOTT AIRPORT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY STRICT. 
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ON DECEMBER 13, PROCEDURES WERE PUT INTO EFFECT WHICH ALLOWED ENTRANC 
E 

INTO TERMINAL ONLY AFTER SHOWING OF IDENTIFICATION CARD. BY DECEMBER 
15, ONLY PERSONS HOLDING TICKETS WERE PERMITTED IN TERMINAL . THIS 
MORNING, CARS OF NON-TICKET HOLDERS WERE NOT EVEN ALLOWED INTO 
AIRPORT PARKING LOT. LATTER PROCEDURE MAY BE TEMPORARY AND AS 
RESULT OF RRESENCE IN NOUAKCHOTT OF PRESIDENTS SENGHOR OF 
SENEGAL AND TRAORE OF MALI, BOTH OF WHOM ATTENDED MEETING 
OF SENEGAL RIVER DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION. (BOTH PRESIDENTS 
DEPARTED THIS AFTERNOON). 

2. SAHARA SITUATION HAS HAD INTERESTING FALLOUT FOR SOVIETS. 

ACCORDING TO EMPLOYEE IN MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND TRANSPORT, 
AEROFLOT WAS SCHEDULED TO LAND TUPOLOV 154 AT NOUADHIBOU AIRPORT 
ON DECEMBER 19. FLIGHT WAS DESIGNED TO INAUGURATE SOVIET-MAURITANIAN 
AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT (NOUAKCHOTT -6), WHICH ESTABLISHED 
AEROFLOT LANDING RIGHTS AT NOUADHIBOU. PLANE REPORTEDLY WAS TO 
TRANSPORT THIRTY SOVIET "TECHNICIANS" AND CONTINUE ON TO GUINEA 
BISSAU. AS RESULT OF SAHARA SITUATION AND UNSETTLED CONDITIONS 
AROUND NOUADHIBOU, GIRM REQUESTED ON DECEMBER 16 THAT SOVIETS 
POSTPONE FLIGHT UNTIL LATER DATE. 

3. ACCORDING TO WELL-INFORMED INTERNATIOHIL 
ORGANIZATION EMPLOYEE RESIDENT IN NOUAKCHXGTT, SUPPLY CHIEF 
(FRENCH NATIONAL) FOR MAURITANIA'S ETAT MAIOR HAS BEEN IN 

FRANCE FOR PAST TWO WEEKS ARRANGING SHIPMENTS OF ARMS FROM FRANCE 
TO NOUADHIBOU. SOME OF THIS MATERIEL HAS REPORTEDLY ALREADY 
REACHED NOUADHIBOU AND ADDTIONAL WEAPONS ARE EN ROUTE. 

4. TRAINING OF NEW RECRUITS HAS BEEN MUCH IN EVIDENCE IN PAST 

24 HOURS. SOME 50 NEW RECRUITS WERE OBSERVED JOGGING IN DESERT 
ON OUTSKIRTS OF NOUAKCHOTT AFTERNOON OF DECEMBER 16. ANOTHER 
100 OR SO RECENTLY-OUTFITTED SOLDIERS WERE PERFORMING EXERCISES IN 
NATIONAL GUARD COMPOUND ON MORNING OF DECEMBER 1 7. H ANDYS IDE 
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